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those provisions which fall under the subcommittee’s 
jurisdiction of the proposed National Defense Au-
thorization Act for fiscal year 2020. 

AUTHORIZATION: DEFENSE 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Emerg-
ing Threats and Capabilities met in closed session 
and approved for full committee consideration those 
provisions which fall under the subcommittee’s juris-
diction of the proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2020. 

COMBATING ILLICIT FINANCING 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: 
Committee concluded a hearing to examine com-
bating illicit financing by anonymous shell compa-
nies through the collection of beneficial ownership 
information, after receiving testimony from Kenneth 
A. Blanco, Director, Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network, and Grovetta N. Gardineer, Senior Deputy 
Comptroller for Bank Supervision Policy and Com-
munity Affairs, Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, both of the Department of the Treasury; and 
Steven M. D’Antuono, Acting Deputy Assistant Di-
rector, Criminal Investigative Division, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, Department of Justice. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee 
concluded a hearing to examine opportunities to ad-
vance renewable energy and energy efficiency efforts 
in the United States, after receiving testimony from 
Daniel R. Simmons, Assistant Secretary for Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy, and Martin Keller, 
Director, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 
both of the Department of Energy; Dan Conant, 
Solar Holler, Shepherdstown, West Virginia; Jason 
Hartke, Alliance to Save Energy, Washington, D.C.; 
and Bruno C. Grunau, Cold Climate Housing Re-
search Center, Fairbanks, Alaska. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine the nominations of Pamela 
Bates, of Virginia, to be Representative of the 
United States of America to the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development, with the 
rank of Ambassador, and Christopher Landau, of 
Maryland, to be Ambassador to the United Mexican 
States, both of the Department of State, Jennifer D. 
Nordquist, of Virginia, to be United States Execu-
tive Director of the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development, and Eliot Pedrosa, of 
Florida, to be United States Executive Director of 
the Inter-American Development Bank, after the 
nominees testified and answered questions in their 
own behalf. 

GAO ANNUAL DUPLICATION REPORT 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Subcommittee on Federal Spending Oversight 
and Emergency Management concluded a hearing to 
examine the Government Accountability Office’s an-
nual duplication report, after receiving testimony 
from Gene L. Dodaro, Comptroller General of the 
United States, Government Accountability Office. 

DIGITAL ADVERTISING ECOSYSTEM 
Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine the digital advertising ecosystem 
and the impact of data privacy and competition pol-
icy, after receiving testimony from Avi Goldfarb, 
University of Toronto Rotman School of Manage-
ment, Toronto, Canada; Fiona Scott Morton, Yale 
School of Management, New Haven, Connecticut; 
Brian O’Kelley, AppNexus Inc., New York, New 
York; Johnny Ryan, Brave, London, United King-
dom; and Jan M. Rybnicek, Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer, Washington, D.C. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee met in 
closed session to consider pending intelligence mat-
ters. 

Committee recessed subject to the call. 

INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee held closed 
hearings on intelligence matters, receiving testimony 
from officials of the intelligence community. 

Committee recessed subject to the call. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 32 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 2856–2887; and 4 resolutions, H. 

Con. Res. 40; and H. Res. 391–393, were intro-
duced.                                                                       Pages H4063–64 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H4065–66 

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows: 
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Supplemental Report on H.R. 1947, to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to exempt transfers of 
funds from Federal agencies to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for nonprofit corporations estab-
lished under subchapter IV of chapter 73 of such 
title from certain provisions of the Economy Act (H. 
Rept. 116–76, Part 2).                                            Page H4063 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative Lawrence to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H4013 

Recess: The House recessed at 11:01 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 noon.                                               Page H4019 

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the 
Guest Chaplain, Pastor R. Perez Gatling, Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Virginia Beach, VA.              Page H4019 

Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the passage 
and ratification of the 19th Amendment, pro-
viding for women’s suffrage, to the Constitution 
of the United States: The House agreed to dis-
charge from committee and agree to H. Res. 354, 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the passage and 
ratification of the 19th Amendment, providing for 
women’s suffrage, to the Constitution of the United 
States.                                                                               Page H4024 

Recess: The House recessed at 1:32 p.m. and recon-
vened at 2:27 p.m.                                                    Page H4030 

Consumers First Act and Setting Every Commu-
nity Up for Retirement Enhancement Act of 
2019—Rule for consideration: The House agreed 
to H. Res. 389, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 1500) to require the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau to meet its statutory purpose, and 
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1994) 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
courage retirement savings, by a yea-and-nay vote of 
230 yeas to 190 nays, Roll No. 221, after the pre-
vious question was ordered by a yea-and-nay vote of 
227 yeas to 191 nays, Roll No. 220. 
                                                                Pages H4024–30, H4030–31 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: 

Whole Veteran Act: H.R. 2359, amended, to di-
rect the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to submit to 
Congress a report on the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs advancing of whole health transformation; 
                                                                                    Pages H4032–34 

Vet Center Eligibility Expansion Act: H.R. 
1812, amended, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to furnish Vet Center readjustment counseling 
and related mental health services to certain individ-
uals;                                                                           Pages H4034–35 

Navy SEAL Chief Petty Officer William Bill 
Mulder (Ret.) Transition Improvement Act of 

2019: H.R. 2326, amended, to amend the Social Se-
curity Act, to amend the Dignified Burial and Other 
Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2012, and to 
direct the Secretaries of Veterans Affairs, Defense, 
Labor, and Homeland Security, and the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration, to take 
certain actions to improve transition assistance to 
members of the Armed Forces who separate, retire, 
or are discharged from the Armed Forces; 
                                                                                    Pages H4035–39 

Support for Suicide Prevention Coordinators 
Act: H.R. 2333, to direct the Comptroller General 
of the United States to conduct an assessment of the 
responsibilities, workload, and vacancy rates of De-
partment of Veterans Affairs suicide prevention coor-
dinators;                                                                  Pages H4039–41 

Fostering Intergovernmental Health Trans-
parency in Veteran Suicides Act: H.R. 2340, 
amended, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to provide to Congress notice of any suicide or at-
tempted suicide of a veteran in a Department of 
Veterans Affairs facility;                                 Pages H4041–42 

Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act of 2019: H.R. 1200, to increase, effective 
as of December 1, 2019, the rates of compensation 
for veterans with service-connected disabilities and 
the rates of dependency and indemnity compensation 
for the survivors of certain disabled veterans; 
                                                                                    Pages H4042–43 

Veterans’ Care Quality Transparency Act: H.R. 
2372, amended, to direct the Comptroller General of 
the United States to conduct an assessment of all 
memoranda of understanding and memoranda of 
agreement between Under Secretary of Health and 
non-Department of Veterans Affairs entities relating 
to suicide prevention and mental health services; 
                                                                                    Pages H4043–45 

Veterans’ Education, Transition, and Oppor-
tunity Prioritization Plan Act of 2019: H.R. 2045, 
amended, to amend title 38, United States Code, to 
establish the Veterans Economic Opportunity and 
Transition Administration and the Under Secretary 
for Veterans Economic Opportunity and Transition 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
                                                                                    Pages H4045–48 

Agreed to amend the title so as to read: ‘‘To 
amend title 38, United States Code, to establish in 
the Department the Veterans Economic Opportunity 
and Transition Administration, and for other pur-
poses.’’.                                                                            Page H4048 

Amending title 38, United States Code, to ex-
empt transfers of funds from Federal agencies to 
the Department of Veterans Affairs for nonprofit 
corporations established under subchapter IV of 
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chapter 73 of such title from certain provisions of 
the Economy Act: H.R. 1947, amended, to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to exempt transfers of 
funds from Federal agencies to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for nonprofit corporations estab-
lished under subchapter IV of chapter 73 of such 
title from certain provisions of the Economy Act; 
                                                                                    Pages H4048–51 

Agreed to amend the title so as to read: ‘‘To 
amend title 38, United States Code, to exempt 
transfers of funds from Federal agencies to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for nonprofit corpora-
tions established under subchapter IV of chapter 73 
of such title from certain provisions of the Economy 
Act, and for other purposes.’’.                             Page H4051 

Permission to File Report: Agreed by unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs be 
authorized to file a supplemental report on H.R. 
1947, to amend title 38, United States Code, to ex-
empt transfers of funds from Federal agencies to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for nonprofit cor-
porations established under subchapter IV of chapter 
73 of such title from certain provisions of the Econ-
omy Act.                                                                         Page H4049 

Consensus Calendar: Representative Courtney pre-
sented to the clerk a motion to place on the Con-
sensus Calendar the bill H.R. 748, to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax 
on high cost employer-sponsored health coverage, it 
having accumulated 290 cosponsors.                Page H4063 

Senate Referral: S. 163 was referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.                     Page H4061 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the 
House today appears on page H4024. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H4030–31 and H4031. There were no 
quorum calls. 
Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:18 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
TO REVIEW ANIMAL PEST AND DISEASE 
PREVENTION AND RESPONSE 
CAPABILITIES 
Committee on Agriculture: Subcommittee on Livestock 
and Foreign Agriculture held a hearing entitled ‘‘To 
Review Animal Pest and Disease Prevention and Re-
sponse Capabilities’’. Testimony was heard from 
Greg Ibach, Under Secretary, Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, Department of Agriculture. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Appropriations: Full Committee held a 
markup on the Energy and Water Development, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 2020; and 
the Defense Appropriations Bill, FY 2020. The De-
fense Appropriations Bill, FY 2020, and the Energy 
and Water Development, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Bill, FY 2020 were ordered reported, as 
amended. 

MILITARY AND VETERAN SUICIDE: 
UNDERSTANDING THE PROBLEM AND 
PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Personnel; and Subcommittee on Health of the 
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs held a joint 
hearing entitled ‘‘Military and Veteran Suicide: Un-
derstanding the Problem and Preparing for the Fu-
ture’’. Testimony was heard from Elizabeth P. Van 
Winkle, Executive Director, Office of Force Resil-
iency, Department of Defense; Captain Mike 
Colston, M.D., U.S. Navy, Director, Mental Health 
Policy and Oversight, Department of Defense; Keita 
Franklin, National Director of Suicide Prevention, 
Department of Veterans Affairs; and Michael W. 
Fischer, Chief Readjustment Counseling Officer, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

ELIMINATING BARRIERS TO 
EMPLOYMENT: OPENING DOORS TO 
OPPORTUNITY 
Committee on Education and Labor: Full Committee 
held a hearing entitled ‘‘Eliminating Barriers to Em-
ployment: Opening Doors to Opportunity’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

UNDERMINING MERCURY PROTECTIONS: 
EPA ENDANGERS HUMAN HEALTH AND 
THE ENVIRONMENT 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Undermining Mercury Protections: EPA Endangers 
Human Health and the Environment’’. Testimony 
was heard from public witnesses. 

IMPROVING DRUG PRICING 
TRANSPARENCY AND LOWERING PRICES 
FOR AMERICAN CONSUMERS 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on 
Health held a hearing entitled ‘‘Improving Drug 
Pricing Transparency and Lowering Prices for Amer-
ican Consumers’’. Testimony was heard from public 
witnesses. 
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